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. and this experience became

Moses became the sheph %l of his father-in law's stitep,
e proving ground for him:as

- the future “shepherd” of the Children of Israel. The Midrash

1\ oses was shepherding”the sheep of Jethro, his father-in-law, the prif»:st of Midian; he
guided the sheep far into the wilderness, and he arrived at the Mf)unta:n of God, toward
-Horeb. 2 An angel of HASHEM appeared to him in a blaze of fire from amid the bush. He saw anf
behold! the bush was burning in the fire but the bush was not consumed. > Moses tfz?ught, 1
will tun aside now and look at this great sight — why will the bush not be burned

AT ——

3 ol —-\-érd\- R Munk

1RYChR YR T m — Moses was shepherding the sheep. Moses chose the
same proféssion as the Patriarchs for the &me reasons. Among thesé was that
by living close to pasture-land and away Fr:?& large settlements the shepherd was
better able to safeguard his religious and spiritual heritage (see the commertary
to Genesis 46:32).
The Midrash relates that Hashem chooses the future leaders of Israel by testing

their_conduct while they tend the flocks. While Moses was tending his

father-in-law’s flock, a thirsty lamb strayed to the edge of a rocky.area of the
desert, where it found a spring. When Moses discovered the lamb he realized the
lamb must now be tired and so he lifted iz up on his shoulders and carried it back
to the flock. Thereupon Hashem announced that by showing compassion for the
sheep, Moses had proved himself worthy of Teading Hashem’s flock, Israel.

relates that he showed compassion for a thirsty sheep,
whereupon God said that a person who pities even a helpless
beast will surely show compassion for an entire nation. King
David, too, showed his mettle as a shepherd, the occupation
of such other righteous people as Abel; tiie Patriarchs, and
Jacob’s sons. Integrity, too, is-a prerequisite for a leader of
Israel, and Moses displayed his honesty by taking the sheep
to the wilderness, for he would not permit them to graze on
land that might be privately owned. The young David did the
same. B

It was there in the wilderness that God appeared to Moses

. for the first time, to appoint him the leader of Israel, the

position that, in his humility, Moses strenuously resisted,
until God commanded him to comply.
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 [12] INTERVIEWER: WHat is the main quality a person
should develop in order to become a leader?

RABBI YERUCHEM LEVOVITZ: “To be a leader you
need to master the attribute of feeling the pain and suffenng of
others. A leader should not overlooRs even :small amounts of
suffering. This concept is found in the Midrash which tells us
that before Moshe and King David were chosen as leaders, they
were_tested and found worthy because of the compassion they
had ;BWards sheep. This may seem to be a minor quality, but it is
precisely its apparent insignificance which actually renders it
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important. When a potential leader pays attention

suffermg, it is a true sign.of his worthiness to be in a position of}

&

ower.”

~

what ways is this person suffering? What can
- eliminate or decrease that suffering?”
There are many times that a person will not

what is bothering him, but if you are sincerely concerned-about
his welfare; you will be able to realize on your own what you can
“do to help him. This is aigreat act of kindness. When you do this

consistently, you will be”ﬁreatly elevated.]
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[Comments: Keep asking yourself about otherupéoplc, “In
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134 Shmos 3:1 — Stealing
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wilderness to remgve himself from the, possibility of theft; that is, so

that the flock should not graze in the fields of others. (Shmos Rab-
bah 2) o

From this verse we see how careful Moshe was not fo transgress
the prohibition against stealing. He Went to the farthest end of thc?
:Jwilderness to prevent his sheep from trespassing upon and eating
from the fields of others, Sctmeti{ncs a person might‘ use someone else’s " }3 ™ S ”1 Na B
possession without permission simply because he is too lazy to find V/ o bon < - : ‘
that person to ask his permission. Or, a person might use something J )
that belongs to another person because he does not want to trouble -

himself to go out and purchase the item, even though he can afford O3V OV ma jnasa pxw pand wom ’
it. Anything someone uses without permission is stealing, and a person D73 M3 A73pAw 1D 3 ARt onbys H

should spare no effort to avoid this crime. RT3 SR opamn vl nere omasd
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3 REFLECTIONS OF THERAV Q‘ Besdrn
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“> Creator and Sustainer, but also its Owner.

Thievery is the Primary Sin

The answer is that the prohibition was intended to_teach -

Adam the concept of adnut, that God is ot only the world’s

Elohim was_a_restrictive command intende® to teach man
that all benefits and pleasutes are gifts of God, who offers

them selectively and conditionally.
granted, not prizes freely to be taken. Adam viewed the world as

ownerfess property, hefker. He‘accepted that God was the Creator -
and Sustainer; this was indisputable to him. But he was unwilling
to concede that God ‘had retained proprietary rights over His

L1}

creation; he refused to recognize any “no trespassing
tions. Rather, Adam claimed for himself carte blg
to parta

restric-
_rights

ke as he pleased. -
therefore, was his sin, the crime of gezelah, robbery;
_that which was not hisgddnur insists that life and all

. its benefits stem from God and are granted only to the extent that _

we accept His will. We must be ready to surrender, to restrict our _
appetites, to_control our fantasies. If we.take possession con-
trary to His will, we zre usurpers and thieves. The change in
Adam’s situation was due to his punishment, and not to the
fruit of the tree. ** 4 ' . ®
-

‘The pre-flood generation, dor hgmabbul, we are told, “was

corrupt before God and the earth was filled with lawlessness .

(hamas]™ (Gen. 6:11).1% Our sages defined hamas as the sin.of

. tobbery, wrongful gains acquired through violence, gezel (Rashi).

Why, we may ask, was the ultimate corruption of this generation
defined as robbery? Were they not guilty of more hejnougycrimes

* like idolatry, murder, and gross immorality (Rashi, 6:1T)? The

31

very same question majhe posed regarding the sinful city of
Nineveh, which was judged as deserving destruction. After Jonah’s
preaching, the king exhorted the people to penitence: ““Yea, let
everyone turn away from his evil ways and from ‘the hamas
that is in their hands” (Jonah 3:8).!7 Once again, why was
thievery singled out from amongst all their decadence?

Similarly, in the Yom Kippur Ne'ilah service, we implore God
for forgiveness for all our iniquities, “that we may cease to
engage in robbery [oshek]”!® We do not undertake to cease
eating ferefah, worshiping idols, committing immorality, or any
other type of sin. There are so many other sins—those enumerated
in the Al Het confessional for instance—which could have been
mentioned. .

ayetzav Hashem

ey are privileges that are

" The answer is that all sinhing involves thievery. When we
indulge in what is forbidden, we are, in effect, taking that which

is not ouljsy.m'i"hig cgl_l_g‘gg_tmgxggxp; even further extended. When

x'v}gt;ﬂ'sémégnﬁ tongue to slander, we rightfully lose our right to

" use thi

his organ henceforth. When our hands engage in wrongful
deeds, our eyes in lasciviousness, our intelligence in deception,
our free will in choosing evil, we, as a result, losc our furthér
rights, zekhuyot, over these organs and faculties. ““The soul is
Yours and the body is Your ife.r,ki.’,, we acknowledge in_our
penitential prayers!® In our daily

aily | ng_ blessings, .we. thank
God for such gifts as eyesight, the ability to stand upright,
to walk, to discern, to be free, to observe mitzvot. All that we
presumptuously call “ours” is really “His.” We may use these
gifts conditionally, for the period of our lifetime, only with His -

concurrence and in _accofdailcg w1th His stipulations. When we ;

3
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siniu.these zekhuyot, privileges, are forfeited and nullified. Their
qontmued utilization js larceny. -The great gift of teshuvah
(repentance) is that it allows us to reacquire our rights over

our lives, our faculties and, once again, to partake rightfulff' of
life’s gifts. ) :

-3 All sinning emanates from a_denial of God’s adnut, His right

v‘! ggl):”l:estrictv and to. deny. Modern man, in particular, insists that
¢ is free, that, indeed, all restrictions aré repressions and do
harm. Adnut, however, insists that man be humbled before God
i mbedhorfiih ottt

that he recognize the Master who bestows all gifts. This is the -

basic rationale behind all the berakhdt we recite before we
partake of life’s bounties.”? Life is a gift and a privilege to be
used only for holy ends. When we surrender” our rights of un-

inhibited indulgence, we, in effect, acknowledge a Higher Power
who is Master dver all.
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